
UWE Bristol
University Enterprise Zone 

• Established in 2017
• A thriving community of start-ups, fast growing businesses, 

graduate entrepreneurs and collaborative research in robotics, 
high-tech, digital and health/med tech sectors.

• Commissioned by BEIS with support from the West of England 
Local Enterprise Partnership and UWE investment. 

• Providing access to expertise, technology and world class 
research facilities 

• To facilitate innovation and growth for the UEZ community, and 
ultimately, the regional economy.

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/business/university-enterprise-zone

https://www.uwe.ac.uk/business/university-enterprise-zone


T Block  - a 11,000 sq m building 
housing UWE’s University Enterprise 
Zone comprising:

• Bristol Robotics Laboratory (BRL)
• BRL Robotics Innovation Facility
• BRL Hardware Incubator
• West of England Robotics Network
• Women in Robotics Network
• Launch Space Graduate Incubator
• Health Technology Hub 
• Medilink SW / AHSN
• Future Space Innovation Centre
• UEZ Hub and cafe
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A second, adjacent 11,000 sq m 
building formerly UWE’s Exhibition 
and Conference Centre (ECC)

• UWE Nightingale Hospital
• NHS Legacy?
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• Award winning Hardware Incubator  

and Robotics Innovation Facility

• West of England Robotics Network &  

Women in Robotics Network

Bristol Robotics Laboratory
• The UK’s largest academic centre for multi-disciplinary robotics research

• A unique collaboration between The University of the West of England (UWE Bristol)  

and the University of Bristol

• A community of over 450 staff, students and businesses (21% Female)

• Outstanding research, teaching and learning (121 U/G, 150 Masters, 103 PhD students)

• Global reputation and appeal (some 54 nationalities) - 54% UK, 15% EU, 31% Other

• A state-of-the-art laboratory (5000m2)
BRL
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Part of a unique incubation and collaboration ecosystem

BRL Hardware Incubator

• 4,000 sq m incubation and innovation facility

• 85 businesses specialising in Robotics, Technology, 

Biosciences, Health Science. 

• 500 new jobs and £50M+ for local economy

• Business/university collaboration generating innovation, 

entrepreneurship, jobs and economic growth.

Graduate Incubator                              Technology Incubator                             Innovation & Growth

Launch Space BRL Hardware Incubator Future Space 



BRL Hardware Incubator

• 30 tech start-up companies, raising £20M 

• 160+ new jobs

• Leveraging the BRL’s expertise and resources

• Exposing BRL researchers technology 

commercialisation

• Key contribution to BRL’s culture for both 

staff and students



BRL Hardware Incubator

3D printed robotic arms 
for children.
£7.4M raised

IoT for healthy social housing
Acquired by Aico

Robot platforms that 
enhance the quality 

of human life

Drone based inspection of 
onshore and offshore wind 

turbines. £1.2M raised

Graphene array gas 
sensors with AI analysis  

An automation platform 
delivering industry 4.0 for all 

organisations… 
















